
Getting Started: Assess Knowledge
We will pass out handouts of the World with Trees Worksheet
and ask, “Which of these two worlds would you rather live 
in?” As students respond, we will ask why they chose as they did, 
while recording responses on the board without comment. 
We will continue class discussion by asking, “Why are trees 
important to our community?” Building o� of students’ prior 
knowledge and information gathered from the handout, we 
will encourage students to generate a list of the products and 
contributions made by living trees.  

Discussion:
As each bene�t is discussed, we will ask students if they think 
that particular tree bene�t results in more of an:

1) Environmental bene�t – Does it help the ecosystem in which 
people live?
2) Economic bene�t – Does it 
provide an opportunity for people
or the community to save money 
by lowered costs or increased 
value?
3) Social bene�t – Does it improve 
the health or quality of life for 
people in some way?

After going through the handout, 
we will ask if planting trees in 
certain locations can have 
multiple bene�ts?

Trees are TERRIFIC
• Free classroom presentations (select from 30-minute or 
  60-minute sessions)

• Kansas College and Career Ready Standards for Reading, 
  Speaking and Listening, Mathematics, Science, and History, 
  Government and Social Studies. 

• Hands-on activities (homework lessons are available too!) 

•  Two programs to select from: "Discover What Trees Do For 
   You and Your Community" and "Tree Identi�cation and 
   Measurement" which includes an outdoor lesson. 

Schedule Your FREE Presentation!
terri�ctreeskc@gmail.com | 816-561-1086

www.heartlandtreealliance.org

SAMPLE ACTIVITY

Kansas College and Career Ready Standards 
Supported:
 
Reading: 
RL.5.1 – Quote accurately from a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. RI.5.4 – 
Determine the meaning of general academic 
and domain-speci�c words and phrases in a 
text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 
RF.5.4 – Read with su�cient accuracy and 
�uency to support comprehension. RF.5.4a – 
Read on-level text with purpose and under-
standing. 

Speaking and Listening: 
SL.5.1 – Engage e�ectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners 
on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
SL.5.4 – Report on a topic or text or present an 
opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 
details to support main ideas or themes; speak 
clearly at an understandable pace. 

Mathematics: 
Perform operations with multi-digit whole 
numbers and with decimals to hundredths. 

Science: 
4-LS1-1- Construct an argument that plants 
and animals have internal and external struc-
tures that function to support survival, growth, 
behavior, and reproduction. To clarify, exam-
ples of structures could include thorns, stems, 
roots, colored petals, heart, stomach, lung, 
brain, and skin. 

History, Government and Social Studies: 
(Economics): Exhibit decision making based on 
an understanding of consequences and 
cost/bene�t.


